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Section 508 Compliance 

American High School has modified over 125 courses to become compliant with Section 508 of 

the Rehabilitation Act, making them accessible to hearing and visually impaired students as of 

December 2013. We have scheduled the release of 75 additional courses to be compliant with 

Section 508 by the end of June 2014.  American High School will continue to make Section 508 

modifications to our curriculum on a continuous basis.  Making our online courses available to 

hearing and visually impaired students supports American High School’s mission to help all 

students graduate from high school and be successful in college or the workplace. 

Accommodations for hearing impaired students include the addition of closed 

captioning to audiovisual course content. Many of our courses already have transcripts 

of audiovisual content available, allowing hearing impaired students to read information 

contained in videos and audio clips. The School has also added a Text to Speech reader 

to translate text into audio in order to help visually impaired students understand course 

content. Visually impaired students can navigate courses and read content by using their 

keyboard to move around the screen instead of a computer mouse. Part of the 

Rehabilitation Act of 1973, Section 508 mandates that electronic and information 

technology developed, procured, maintained or used by the federal government is 

accessible to people with disabilities.  

 

AHS continually strives to develop a virtual/educational platform that is accessible to 

every person, including our students and parents with disabilities.  Our solutions enable 

us to support the Federal government in making accessible information technology 

decisions. AHS's standards and processes support the goals of Section 508 of the 

Rehabilitation Act of 1973, as well as Federal electronic and information technology 

accessibility standards and Web content accessibility guidelines (WCAG). AHS employs a 

Compliance Officer who is responsible for ensuring our school’s compliance with the 

provisions of the Section 508 technical standards.  

 

Compliance is achieved by incorporating Section 508 in all design, development, and 

testing activities with having students and parents with disabilities in mind.  

AHS has tested all user interfaces for Section 508 compliance, covering the following 

main areas:  

 

 The user interface can be navigated through using only the keyboard; 

 The user interface can be read with a screen reader  

 The font in the user interface can be enlarged for users with vision difficulties  

 Contrast is appropriate under 508 compliance 

 

 



 

 

The following was also considered during testing: 

 

 The browser accessibility features (formatting preferences and style sheets).  

 

 Operating system accessibility features (for example, keyboard, sound, display, 

and mouse-related features). 

Through all of our testing, we have ensured that students and parents with disabilities 

are accommodated and we will continue to make efforts that fall under 508 compliant 

with a target date of June 2014 to ensure that all of our platforms are 100% 508 

compliant. If for any reason a student and/or parent needs any additional/special 

accommodations, the students and parents are advised to send an email to our 

Compliance Officer at ahscomplianceofficer@gmail.com.   

Universal Design in Learning (UDL) 
 

American High School utilizes a unique and consistent design model, each self-paced, 

semester course offers students a variety of content supplemented with various activities 

that include web quests, interactive labs, PowerPoint presentations, videos, audio, and 

games. Aligned to state and national standards on a lesson objective level, lessons also 

contain differentiated instruction through the identification of key concepts, 

reinforcement, and enrichment activities.  

 

All of our courses adhere to the following UDL principles:  

 

1. Equitable use. The design is useful and marketable to people with diverse abilities. 

The text-to-speech option allows users the option to hear text on the course web 

page to be read out loud, if they are visually or hearing impaired.  

 

2. Flexibility in use. The design accommodates a wide range of individual preferences 

and abilities. The students can start and stop their courses based upon their needs. 

It’s self-paced online learning.  

 

3. Simple and intuitive. Use of the design is easy to understand, regardless of the user's 

experience, knowledge, language skills, or current concentration level. The system is 

very straight forward with content self-contained in each lesson. After completing the 

lesson, the assessments are available for the student to complete or they can go back 

and review the lesson again for mastery.  
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4. Perceptible information. The design communicates necessary information effectively 

to the user, regardless of ambient conditions or the user's sensory abilities. Example: 

A video presentation projected in a course includes captions and / or transcript of 

the content.  

 

5. Tolerance for error. The design minimizes hazards and the adverse consequences of 

accidental or unintended actions. Example: The LMS provides guidance and 

background information when the student makes an inappropriate response.  

 

6. Low physical effort. The design can be used efficiently and comfortably, and with a 

minimum of fatigue. Students are able to bookmark their last known location and 

come back if they become tired or fatigued by reviewing the course content on the 

monitor. They can take a break and come back when they are rested.  

 

The following list provides a sample of alternatives made available in each AHS course for each of the 

three dimensions, most of which go beyond making the course accessible.  

  

Multiple Means of Representation  

  

1. Content presented in video, audio, slide show  

2. Reading materials at multiple difficulty levels  

3. Reading materials with supportive resources  

4. Presentations at variable complexity levels  

5. On-demand translation for nonnative speakers  

6. Graphic representations such as concept maps and graphic organizers  

7. Illustrative representations such as diagrams and simulations  

 

Multiple Means of Expression  

 

8. Alternative forms of text input: text, speech-to-text, switches, touch pads  

9. Media-based assignments: drawings, maps, diagrams, videos, slideshows, Web pages  

10. Reduced text assignments: outlines, concept maps, tables, graphs, hands-on activities  

11. Supportive tools: spelling and grammar checkers, drawing programs, outliners  

12. Social networking options: blogs, wikis, online chat, instant messaging  

13. Shared writing and peer editing  

 

 

Multiple Means of Engagement  

 

14. Interviewing experts  

15. Role-playing  

16. Threaded discussions  

17. Brainstorming activities  

18. Team inquiry projects  



 

 

19. Online experiments  

20. Game playing  

21. Community activism  

 


