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Virtual Instruction Program & Policies 
 

American High School is a fully accredited Virtual School serving students across the 

United States and internationally since 2004 in Grades 6-12.  We have enrolled over 

9,000 students into American High School during that time period.  As well, as school 

districts, charter schools, private schools, and cyber schools have purchased over 27,000 

virtual school courses as an extension of their virtual school initiatives.   

 

In the past couple of years, Florida Public Schools have been required to provide 

students with high quality, full-time instruction in an online environment in accordance 

with s. 1002.45 of the Florida Statutes.  This progressive choice program is providing 

expanded educational services to a wider student community for anywhere, anytime 

learning.  American High School provides part-time and full-time virtual school 

opportunities for grades 6-12.  Florida Public Schools are required to offer eligible 

students three virtual school options for the 2011-2012 school year.  Our virtual school 

program was created in accordance with Florida Statutes to provide our students with 

high quality instruction in an online environment. 

 

The following information is provided to allow families to make an informed decision 

about enrollment in our virtual instruction programs for the upcoming school year. 

 

Curriculum 

 

American High School designs, develops, and delivers a proprietary online learning environment 

and curriculum and works with a diverse group of traditional brick-and-mortar public schools, 

charter schools, private schools, and cyber charters schools from around the country. American 

High School, one of the nation's premier online providers, delivers media-rich, high quality, 

college preparatory curriculum with a wide range of opportunities for academic mastery, 

investigation, and interaction.   

 

Please click to view American High School Curriculum Design Toolkit 

 

Click to view Curriculum Evaluation Rubric Example – World History 

 

Click to view Curriculum Evaluation Rubric Example – English 

 

The 250+ courses cover the core curriculum areas of math, English, science, and social studies as 

well as world languages and a wide range of elective subjects for grades 6 through 12. American 

High School provides students with an innovative, effective educational experience while utilizing 

state-of-the-art technology, an interactive and engaging curriculum, and the guidance and 

support of certified and licensed instructors.     

 

http://www.americanvhs.com/
http://www.flsenate.gov/statutes/index.cfm?mode=View%20Statutes&SubMenu=1&App_mode=Display_Statute&Search_String=1002.45&URL=CH1002/Sec45.HTM
http://www.americanvhs.com/ApprovedProvider/Jan-2014/AHS%20Curriculum_Design_Toolkit.pdf
http://www.americanvhs.com/ApprovedProvider/Jan-2014/Curriculum_evaluation_guide_and_rubricWORLDHISTORY.pdf
http://www.americanvhs.com/ApprovedProvider/Jan-2014/Curriculum_evaluation_guide_and_rubricENGLISH.pdf
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Employing a unique and consistent design model, each self-paced, semester-long course offers 

students a variety of content supplemented with various activities that include web quests, audio, 

video, interactive labs, PowerPoint presentations, audio, and games.  

  

All American High School courses, regardless of discipline or grade level, are designed in the same 

way to provide the student with ease of navigation and to build confidence in the student’s ability 

to achieve success in an online learning environment. Each lesson contains differentiated learning 

tabs, color coded to allow the student to recognize with ease the desired level of instruction and 

to at their own pace.  American High School courses also include reinforcement and enrichment 

activities to supplement the lesson's objectives. Reinforcement links provide students with 

additional information to enhance their mastery of the lesson’s objectives. Links to enrichment in 

lessons offer students additional challenges to complement their learning experience.   

  

Differentiated instruction is supplied to students in a variety of formats. Auditory processors have 

the ability to access podcasts to listen to the instruction within a lesson. Links to videos, graphics, 

and print materials prove useful to visual learners. Kinesthetic learners benefit from the 

opportunity to interact with technology.  

  

All lessons feature assignments designed to engage the learner in both web-based and interactive 

experiences. Lessons also feature activities that are guided, offering the student the opportunity to 

practice without the pressure to perform. Each activity is carefully designed to provide preparation 

for assessment or mastery of course objectives. Activities in American High School courses are 

varied, multi-media rich, and include skills practice or projects that enable the student to check his 

or her own work via suggested responses found within the lesson content. In addition, lessons 

feature web quests, podcasts, ebooks, simulations, virtual labs, journals, discussion boards, 

PowerPoint and video presentations, and lessons often contain collaborative learning 

opportunities through the use of discussion board postings/strands, virtual field trips, lab 

activities, and group projects.  

  

Assignments, projects, tests, and other artifacts of student work provide evidence of student 

performance and mastery of course objectives. Students are assessed through a variety of 

methods that may include quizzes, tests, projects, essays, and PowerPoint presentations.  

  

Alignment:  

   

American High School works with Leadership Matters, of New York, NY to align all courses 

designed by American High School with NGSSS and Common standards.  Leadership Matters 

supports schools through leadership coaching and curriculum development.  Clients include 

Neptune NJ School District, Galveston Texas Independent School District, Beginning with Children 

Foundation, Foundation for Investor Education, Boston Plan for Educational Excellence, and 

Lakewood Public Schools, just to name a few.  Alignment is done at the lesson objective level.  

Reports detailing the results of the alignment data include both a coverage and gap report, which 

ensure complete alignment.   

  

Leadership Matters provides a detailed alignment using the learner objective statements for 

American High Schools lessons and courses. The resulting alignment reports, coverage reports, 
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and gap analysis reports can be used to confirm alignment, determine coverage of state standards 

over multiple grade levels, and determine what types of improvements might be made with future 

development or course revisions.   

 

Accreditation and Course Audit Process:  

 

American High School has received accreditation from the AdvancED, a parent organization for 

the Southern Association of Colleges and Schools Council on Accreditation and School 

Improvement (SACS CASI).   

  

Significant revisions and improvements to the curriculum are the result of the three-tiered audit 

process conducted by Leadership Matters. In an effort to continuously improve American High 

School courses.  This process of evaluation and analysis is ongoing.   
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NCAA Approval:  

  

The NCAA initial-eligibility core course requirements and eligibility certifications have been 

completed for American High School. The course link can be accessed at the following link on the 

NCAA Website - https://web1.ncaa.org/hsportal/exec/hsAction. American High School's six digit 

code is 102288. 

Grades 9-12 Program Information 
 

In a virtual instruction program, students are in their home each day accessing their 

curriculum and instruction via the internet.  Off line activities and instructional materials 

may also be provided depending on the grade level of the student and each individual 

course of enrollment.  Students work with the assistance of a responsible adult (learning 

coach) and their learning is facilitated, monitored and assessed by their teacher(s) who 

interacts with students via the Internet, email, phone, web conference and instant 

message.  Although families will have some flexibility in scheduling within the day, 

students are expected to work each school day, in each assigned class according to their 

learning plan.  Secondary students will work in every course, each school day.  Students 

must maintain minimum pace and demonstrate mastery on individual assignments. 

 

Students will participate in both synchronous and asynchronous activities.  Synchronous 

activities are those that are held in real time, online or face-to-face, at a time certain.  

Students and families are expected to attend all mandatory synchronous activities unless 

excused by the teacher.  Select sessions will be mandatory as they will fulfill attendance 

requirements.  Families will be provided with these schedules and are expected to make 

the necessary arrangements for participation.  Asynchronous activities are those that 

students can complete at any time during the day.  These activities will be 

facilitated/scheduled by the learning coach, but are expected to be completed by 

established deadlines. All of American’s virtual instruction programs must operate on the 

traditional school calendar and will be closed during the summer. 

 

Tuition:  All of American’s virtual instruction programs will be public schools, therefore 

all courses and instruction are provided to eligible students tuition-free. 
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Eligibility - Section 1002.45(5), Florida Statutes restricts student eligibility for district 

virtual instruction programs to students residing within the district’s attendance area, if 

the student meets at least one of the following conditions: 

 

    The student must have spent the prior school year in attendance at a public 

school in Florida 

OR 

 
    The student is the dependent child of a member of the military who was 

transferred in the last 12 months pursuant to the parent’s permanent change of 
station orders OR 
 

    The student was enrolled during the prior school in another school district’s 

virtual instruction program OR 

 

    The student has a sibling who was enrolled in a district virtual instruction 

program during the 2012-2013 school year and the sibling will reenroll for the 2013-

2014 school year OR 

 

    The student is eligible to enter kindergarten or first grade. 

 

The above eligibility requirements are established by state law, therefore we are not at 

liberty to allow exceptions. 

 

Students who meet the eligibility requirements above must also demonstrate a pattern of 

appropriate attendance in the previous semester of enrollment (not applicable to first-

time kindergarten students).  In addition, students in an Exception Student Education 

(ESE) program with an active IEP or students with a 504/ADA plan, must also have their 

plan reviewed by the IEP or 504 team to determine if the virtual school is an appropriate 

learning environment prior to acceptance being granted. 

 

Enrollment in American’s Virtual Instruction Program is limited to those students who 

meet the above requirements and are continuing enrollment from the 2013-2014 

school year and their siblings in grades K-8. 

 

Eligibility - Students who reside in the county may access courses on a full or part-

time basis in American.  Full-time students will be enrolled as a member of American.  

Part-time students may access American courses if enrolled in a district public school 

(taking courses as part of their regular schedule), home education, or a private school 

affiliated with American. 

 

Promotion/Graduation:  American’s virtual instruction programs will be public schools 

and therefore full- time students will be held to the promotion and graduation 
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requirements of the state of Florida.  Part-time students will be held to the promotion 

and graduation requirements of the school of membership (public school, home school 

or private school). 

 
Curriculum & Instruction: 

 

American High School is offering full and part-time enrollment for eligible students in 

grades 9-12.  We utilize curriculum, which is completely Internet based. Each student 

completes their work, submits it via email/drop box to the teacher, it is graded by the 

teacher, and returned via email/dropbox.  The instructional staff is comprised of adjunct 

teachers meeting highly qualified standards for their subject area. Adjunct teachers 

serve a brick and mortar school during the day and work with the virtual students in the 

afternoons, evenings, and weekends.  Full- time students will be instructed by a 

combination of American employed teachers and district employed teachers. 

 

Attendance:  Full-time students enrolled in our virtual instruction programs are enrolled 

in a public school and therefore must meet the attendance requirements pursuant to 

School Board Policy.  Attendance in the program is expected to be for the entire school 

year (or semester if granted mid-year enrollment) and attendance will be taken each day. 

 

Technology:  To be successful in the program, students must have daily, dedicated 

access to a computer, monitor and the internet.  Families of full-time students who do 

not have this technology in the home may be eligible to receive assistance by 

completing the Technology Request Application. 

 

Communication:  Communication to students and parents/guardians in all programs 

will be handled electronically via email, the Virtual Instruction website and the school 

newsletter, whenever possible. Families are required to monitor the communication on a 

regular basis in order to stay informed about opportunities, deadlines and requirements.  

If the online school contains an internal email system, then it will be used to 

communicate with families.  If this is not the case, then a personal email must be 

provided for each parent/guardian and monitored regularly.  Students in grades 9-12 

will be required to maintain an email address.  Students are encouraged to establish an 

email profile that is used solely for school purposes.  It is essential for the success of the 

program that students and parents/guardians monitor email accounts each school day, 

read communications from the Virtual Instruction Office, check the Virtual Instruction 

website frequently and respond accordingly.  It is also important to notify the Virtual 

Instruction Office immediately of changes to student contact information. 

 

In the event the district establishes a program for providing email addresses to students, 

this system will be used by the all students and students will be required to use this 

system for any communication with the teachers and the administration. 
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Mandated Testing and Progress Monitoring:  Students enrolled full-time in 

American’s virtual instruction programs will be considered public school students and 

are therefore required to participate in all district and state mandated testing and 

progress monitoring.  Transportation to and from the testing site is the responsibility of 

the parent/guardian.  When possible, assessments will be scheduled by the Virtual 

Instruction Office in center locations and will be administered by Virtual Instruction staff.  

Certain tests, including but not limited to FCAT, End of Course Exams, ACT and PLAN, 

can only be administered on school campuses.  In these instances the tests will be 

administered in the zoned school for each student, which is based on your place of 

residence determined by the proof of residency provided during registration.  Any 

change in address should be sent to the Virtual Instruction Office immediately and 

supported by a new proof of residency documentation. 

 

Scheduling of district and state mandated testing and progress monitoring is defined by 

the district, the state of Florida, or testing entity and cannot be modified.  Within the 

established testing window, the test site will establish specific dates and times when the 

tests can be administered to virtual school students. Families will be required to 

participate according to the schedule provided.  It is the responsibility of the family to 

make the arrangements to be in the district during these scheduled events.  Advance 

notice will be provided to families so arrangements can be made, however when the 

testing schedules are not established by the Virtual Instruction Office, changes may be 

made and families must adjust accordingly.  Failure to participate in all mandatory 

testing sessions during the school year will be grounds for removal from the program 

for the following school year. 

 

Learning Coach Role: Every student, regardless of age and grade level, must be 

provided with adequate daily supervision and support by a responsible adult or learning 

coach.  The learning coach’s active participation is essential to ensure the success of the 

virtual school student.  Enrollment in a virtual instruction program is a commitment for 

the student, family and learning coach.  The learning coach will establish the structure 

necessary for daily, focused participation in classes; will provide motivation and time 

management; and will regularly communicate with school staff to ensure the student has 

a positive and productive experience.  The learning coach and/or parent/guardian will 

also be responsible for providing transportation to the zoned school for ESE services, 

mandated testing locations and/or approved activities. 

 

At the secondary level, the role of the parent/guardian and learning coach is no less 

important.  Every student must be monitored closely to ensure regular attendance, 

appropriate participation and timely submission of assignments.  Students must also be 

provided support throughout the school day and the learning coach will help to ensure 

academic integrity.  The program requires regular communication between the 

teacher(s) and parent/guardian or learning coach regarding course progress and content 

mastery.  Regardless of age, students who are not supervised each school day are 
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traditionally less successful than those who have daily structure and support provided by 

a learning coach. 

 

Orientation:  All full-time students new to the district will be required to attend a 

orientation session.  Sessions must be attended by both the student and learning coach 

and/or parent.  Access to curriculum will not be provided until the orientation is 

completed.  Whenever possible, sessions will be held prior to the start of each semester 

and scheduled individually with each family. 

 

Extracurricular Activities: Full-time students enrolled in any of American’s virtual 

instruction programs may be eligible to participate in extracurricular activities, including 

interscholastic sports, at the zoned school.  Extracurricular activities are those that take 

place outside the school day and do not require participation in a course during the 

day.  Students must meet all eligibility requirements to participate, which may include 

applications and/or tryouts.   It is the responsibility of the family to seek out these 

opportunities.  Part-time students are members of a public school, private school or 

home education and are subject to the applicable policies and procedures governing 

participation in these programs. 

 

On Campus Activities:  Full-time students will return to school campuses for select 

assessments and may participate in Exceptional Student Education services and 

extracurricular activities.  Anytime a American student is on a campus, he/she must 

abide by the district dress code, per School Board Policy, follow all school rules and 

represent the virtual programs well.  Failure to abide by these rules and expectations 

may result in disciplinary action on the school campus and/or in the virtual instruction 

program.  Severe violations may result in suspension, expulsion, legal action and/or 

removal from the virtual instruction program. 

 

American students are never to be on a school campus without permission of the 

school administration, unless participating in an event that is open to the public. 

 

Withdrawal: Full-time enrollment in a virtual instruction program is expected to be a 

commitment for one school year (or semester if granted mid-year enrollment).  

Withdrawals will be permitted, however students are encouraged to do so at the 

semester, as transition to a new school is typically easier for students at the semester.  

Students withdrawing from any virtual instruction program will be required to return to 

their zoned school.  Part-time enrollment is a commitment for the period of time 

necessary to complete the course enrollment(s).  Students must complete all 

coursework prior to the last day of the tradition school year, per the district calendar. 

 

Home School students are not eligible for gifted services. 
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Exceptional Student Education/Section 504/ADA: Prior to enrollment as a full-time 

student, an IEP/504 accommodation plan review will be scheduled to determine if the 

virtual environment is appropriate for the individual student.  As in traditional public 

schools, not all ESE services are available at every school.  Therefore, the review team 

will determine the location of services, should they be required for the student. 

 

The IEP team may determine the need for additional services beyond those provided in 

the virtual instruction program.  Depending on the nature and extent of those 

additional services, these exceptional students may be able to participate in one of 

American’s virtual instruction programs and also receive some ESE services, such as 

therapies and related services.  Transportation to the zoned school for therapies and 

related services will be the responsibility of the parent/guardian. 

 

Part-time enrollment in an American course must be approved by the student’s school 

guidance counselor, who will determine if the course is academically appropriate for 

the student.  Accommodations that can be provided in the virtual environment will be 

offered in accordance with the student’s current IEP or 504 Plan. 

 

McKay Scholarship – Students on a McKay Scholarship will forfeit their scholarship 

eligibility if they participate full-time in a virtual instruction program.  A student may 

not establish eligibility for the McKay Scholarship based solely upon attendance. 

 

Program Reenrollment:  Students who are successful in the virtual instruction 

program and meet all program requirements and expectations will be able to reapply 

for continued enrollment in the program. 

 

Additional High School Program Information, Policies and Expectations 
 

Registration 
 
Full-Time:  Students interested in enrolling full-time must first complete the 

Application for Enrollment, available on the Virtual Instruction website. Completion of 

this form will authorize the Virtual Instruction Office to review the student’s records to 

determine eligibility for the program and to request an IEP/504 review, if applicable.  

This step will determine acceptance only.  If accepted, the parent/guardian will be 

contacted by email with the remainder of the registration process.  Completion of the 

necessary registration forms, submission of required documentation and participation 

in the orientation will complete the registration process and allow the student to begin 

the program.  All steps must be completed prior to the first day of classes in the 

semester for which the student is applying. 

 

The virtual instruction programs are public schools and therefore all enrollment 

requirements established by the Florida Department of Education and the School Board 
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of District County must be met.  Upon acceptance, all materials and instructions will be 

provided electronically to the parent/guardian.   

 

Part-Time / Full-Time:  Students will register online through the American High 

School website – www.americanvhs.com.  All course requests for public and private 

school students must be approved by the student’s guidance counselor.  Home 

education students must have completed American’s home education enrollment 

process prior to requesting courses. 

http://www.americanvhs.com/
http://www.americanvhs.com/ApprovedProvider/Jan-2014/Student_Enrollment_Application.pdf
http://www.americanvhs.com/


  

NONDISCRIMINATION 

NOTICE 
 
 

It is the policy of the American High School to offer the opportunity to all students 

to participate in appropriate programs and activities without regard to race, color, 

gender, religion, national origin, disability, marital status, or age, except as otherwise 

provided by Federal law or by Florida state law. 
 
 

It  is  the  policy of  the  American High School  not  to  discriminate against  

employees or  applicants for employment on the basis of race, color, religion, sex, 

national origin, participation and membership in professional or political 

organizations, marital status, age, or disability.   Sexual harassment is a form of 

employee misconduct, which undermines the integrity of the employment 

relationship, and is prohibited.   This policy shall apply to recruitment, employment, 

transfers, compensation, and other terms and conditions of employment. 

 


